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the sheriff of the county, except in London, where he seems
to have taken the place of the sheriff, as if London were a
county.

There are one or two instances in Domesday Book of towns
holding common property, e. g. Exeter and Colchester, but
as yet it was rare. The town had its own court for settlement
of disputes and for minor criminal offences, and it is generally
supposed to have been free from obligation to attend the hundred
court. The fines went to the king and the earl of the county,
except in cases of offence in the houses of certain burgesses who
held jurisdiction over their own houses and their tenants,

Most boroughs had a mint; 26 such are mentioned in Domesday
Book, Hereford having as many as 7. In the tenth century
London had 8 and Winchester 6,

The Rights and Duties of Eleventh-century Burgesses* The
burgesses had usually got rid of agricultural services, but they
did not thereby escape service of all kinds.

(a) They paid rent, either in money or produce. They had
to a largo extent commuted produce rents for money, but under
Edward the Confessor they had paid such various commodities
as honey, furs, corn, herrings, salt, goat-skins or hides, a hawk,
a mantle, a bear and six dogs to bait it. One feels that it is to
the credit of the Conqueror that he substituted a race-horse for
these last.

(6) Boroughs had to provide so many men for military service,
or, in the case of ports, for sea-service. Another due sometimes
levied was horses for the king's journey,

(?) A few agricultural services survived, especially boon-work
at harvest time, but above all suit of mill, i. e. the duty of carrying
nil grain to be ground at the lord's mill. Manchester did not
free itself from this feudal due till the eighteenth century, and
only finally shook off the pressure of its overlord by the middle
of lilt1 nineteenth.

Such were the duties of the burgesses; what of their privileges?

(a) As we have seen, they were exempt from most of the labour
services exacted from rural tenants,